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Major Claude Davidson renders a salute in honor of Captain Joseph Klenczar’s passing. Klenczar served as the master of the USTS Gen-

eral Rudder.

Captain Joseph J.W. Klenczar,
Master of the Texas A&M Maritime
Academy training ship General Rudder,
passed on January 30. His death was
due to a complications from surgery, as
stated in Texas A&M University at Gal-
veston’s press release.

The Corps of Cadets held an infor-
mal sunset salute to honor and remem-
ber Klenczar on February 6. The Corps
of Cadets, faculty, staff, and friends
joined on the T.S. General Rudder dock
to honor his passing.

TMA Superintendent, Captain Mi-
chael Rodriguez, began the ceremony.
Following his message, Corps Com-
mander Cole Manders spoke of the qui-
et nature of Klenczar and his contribu-

tions to the Merchant Marine.

The Mariner’s Prayer was then re-
cited marking Klenczar’s “end of his fi-
nal watch” A salute from the Corps was
held for one minute and thirty seconds,
signifying Klenczar’s end of watch date
1/30.

Klenczar previously vacated his
position as Captain of the T.S. General
Rudder due to medical reasons previ-
ous to the fall 2016 semester.

According to TAMUG’s press re-
lease, Klenczar graduated from Texas
Maritime Academy in 1979 with a de-
gree in marine sciences. After graduat-
ing he held various deck licensed posi-
tions and served as Master of container
and roll-on/roll-off vessels.

He served as Master of vessels
during Operations Desert Storm and
Iraqi Freedom. Kleczar returned to
Texas Maritime in 2013. He first held
the position of Chief Mate before be-
coming Master of the General Rudder.

Captain Scott Putty, Associate Pro-
fessor of the Practice of Marine Trans-
portation, attended Texas Maritime
Academy and graduated with Klenczar.
“Joe was my dear friend and I will miss
him,” said Putty in TAMUG’s press re-
lease.

“Scores of cadets will remember
and benefit from the leadership of
Capt. Klenczar”, said Dr. Doug Palmer,
Interim COO in TAMUG’s press re-
lease.
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Danielle Thompson
runs as incumbent
in SGA election

By Israel Gomez, 20

Student Body President
Danielle Thompson, is run-
ning as the incumbent in
the Student Body Presiden-
tial election against Grego-
ry Grimm. A debate will be
held on February 15, prior to
the start of voting.

Thompson plans to dis-
cuss parking issues and club
organizations.

Thompson is hoping to
create more transparency
between SGA and students.
Thompson wants to be more
open with the students and
have better communication
so that way more issues can
be resolved.

“The biggest thing I
want [SGA] to do is branch
out and talk to the students,”
said Thompson.

She feels she should be
reelected because she loves
TAMUG and is fully com-
mitted to SGA. She sees her-
self as a team player, gaining
a large sum of input before
she makes a decision.

Thompson is a junior
maritime administration
major from Spring, Texas.
Thompson has been a mem-
ber of SGA since her fresh-
men year. More recently,
Thompson acted as the Vice
President for Student Body
President Devin Paul. After
Paul’s graduation in Decem-
ber, Thompson assumed the
role of Student Body Presi-
dent.

Voting begins February
27 and ends March 1st. The
SGA Student Body Presiden-
tial Debate will be held on
February 15 at 6:00p.m. in
CLB 100.
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Editor’s note:
In volume 27 Issue 6 of The Nau-
tilus we inaccuratley reported the
groundbreaking of Academic Com-
plex Phase 2. Phase 2 has not yet
broken ground, however the Wa-
terfront Pavillion construction has.

Journalism and Communications
Learning Community (JCLC)

JCLC is for studnets of any major or
classification interested in communi-
cations, journalism, and media studies.

We are looking for students interested in

reporting, photography, photo editing,

web design, graphic design, and business
managment.

Nash Industries donates hammocks to TAMUG for Hullabaloo hammock farm

By Amber Croyl, 20
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Samuel Johnson, ‘19 enjoys his time relaxing in a hammock in

front of Hullaballoo Hall.

This spring, Sea Aggies
will be able to “hang out” on
campus and enjoy the fresh
air with the exciting new
addition of TAMUG’s very
own hammock farm. In-
spired by the hammock farm
at the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas campus, Betsy
Bremer, TAMUG’s Outdoor
Programs Coordinator, has
given students one more way
to get outside and delight in

the sunshine.

Located next to
Hullabaloo Hall, six stur-
dy wood posts stand tall,
cemented into the ground.
Metal O-rings have been
screwed into the top end of
the posts, ensuring a safe
and secure hammock loung-
ing experience. Construc-
tion of the hammock farm
was graciously donated by
Nash Industries after re-

pairing a drainage prob-
lem on campus. Above the
hammock farm, lush green
trees tower over, providing
a pleasant shaded area for
students to take it easy. The
view isn’t so bad either, lo-
cated next to the sand vol-
leyball court and swimming
pool, the hammock farm is
right near the action, yet far
enough away that students
can still enjoy some peace
and quiet.

Students can check
out hammocks free of charge
at the P.E. Facility by show-
ing their student ID to the
front desk staff. Four ham-
mocks can currently be
checked out; however, stu-
dents are encouraged to
bring their own hammocks
as well. At maximum capac-
ity, the hammock farm can
hold up to nine hammocks
at once. There is a weight
limit of 300lbs. and only one
person may lay in each ham-
mock at a time.

The hammocks
are extremely user friend-
ly. Each one comes wrapped
up in a small pouch. The
hammock simply needs to
be pulled out of the bag and
stretched out. There is a car-
abiner clip on each end of
the hammock, clip them
onto the O-rings on the
wooden posts and sit back
onto the hammock. Taking
the hammock down is just as
easy and the material needs
only to be wrapped up and
tucked back into the pouch.

The hammock farm
presents students at Texas
A&M Galveston with a fun
and relaxing new way to en-
joy the outdoors. Having the
flexibility of becoming an-
other social gathering site or
a place for students to take a
break and escape for a while.
Grab a good book, your sun-
glasses and some music,
get some vitamin D and for
goodness sake, do not forget
the bug spray.

Student Diversity Initiatives and BSA coordinate Black History Month events

By Israel Gomez, 20

Dr. Kenyatta Dawson,
Assistant Director of Stu-
dent Diversity Initiatives
on campus made it clear
that her number one goal
is to make every student at
TAMUG feel welcomed and
safe. Dawson has coordinat-
ed events throughout the
month of February, Black
History Month, to help
achieve that goal. Dr. Carol
Bunch-Davis, an Associate

February 15 (12pm-2pm)

DJEMBRE Drumming, an
improvisational drum circle
drumming group, will be
at the Moody Center Ban-
quet Room, with Houston
instructor Gregory Powell.
Gregory Powell began play-
ing hand drums in 1964 in
the streets of Spanish Har-
lem, New York. From 1969-
1973 Powell played drums in
the Brooklyn College Latin

Professor received her Ph.D.
in English Literature with
specialization in African
American Film Literature
and Culture from the Uni-
versity of Southern Califor-
nia. Bunch-Davis describes
the history behind Black
History Month and its foun-
dation.

Black History Month
started as “Negro Histo-
ry Week” on February 12,

1926 by historian Carter G.
Woodson, who wanted to see
the history of African-Amer-
icans taught at US schools.
Slowly, the week grew in
popularity, and through the
following decades, it became
a celebrated week through-
out the United States. In
1969, and group of students
at Kent State University pro-
posed that the week become
a month. They extended the

Black History Month Events:

Band, and regularly played
on the weekends at Central
Park. He moved to Houston
in 1986, and worked as a
hand drum instructor. From
there, Powell played in many
Houston local events.

February 16 (7pm-8:30pm,)
YouTube  Sensation Dr.
Nina Ellis-Hervey will give
a speech called “How to
Achieve Life Goals” at the

Moody Center Banquet
Room. Hervey is current-
ly an Assistant Professor in
Stephan F. Austin State Uni-
versity. She hasa Ph.D.in Ed-
ucational/School Psychology
from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. In her downtime, as
a YouTube sensation known
as “BeautifulBrwnBabyDol”,
she posts videos of encour-
agement and healthy living.

week to a month at their
school in 1970. Six years lat-
er, in 1976, under President
General Ford, “Negro Histo-
ry Week” became Black His-
tory Month. Since then, the
month has grown in popu-
larity internationally. It is
now celebrated in the United
Kingdom and Canada.

February 21 (4pm) there will
be a ZOPT Special Speaker
Event, in CLB 100 with Mr.
Eddie Compass, 06 - Next
Generation Marine.

February 23 (5:30pm-7pm)
Aggies United will host a
discussion in CLB 112, titled
“Black Lives Still Matter.”

Community
Leader’s Advice
for Mardi Gras
By Katlyn Register, ‘20

Before Mardi Gras

eMake sure you have a
designated driver -Erica
Rodriguez
«Check out the concert lists
-Rosa Wolf

«Plan all the events and
places you will be doing
before going out. - Erica
Rodriguez

o Any guests will have
to fill out a visitor form
24 hours prior. If they are
spending the night, they
must be registered by 5:00
p.m. Thursday and must be
the same gender as the room
they are staying in. Students
are responsible for their
guests. —~Dallas Henderson

After Mardi Gras

o When coming back to
the dorms, make sure to do
so without making a scene.
—Erica Rodriguez

« Be prepared to show your
student ID to a Community
Leader. -Dallas Henderson

« Any bags you have will be
checked when entering back
into the dorms. ~-Rosa Wolf

« Remember: Texas A&M
University at Galveston is a
dry campus. Do not bring
alcohol on the campus. -

Erica Rodriguez

Need a designated driver? Try
these local companies from

drinkinganddriving.org:

DD4Hire
1(877) 780-7384
Designated Dave
1(832) 603-0452
Dryver
877-U-BEMYDD
(App or Call)
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Profiles on students running for junior and senior Yell Leader

By Katlyn Register, 20
Jake O’Kelley

Previous Junior Yell
Leader, Jake O’Kelley (’18)
came back for round two
with the hope to obtain the
role of Senior Yell Leader. As
a child, O’Kelley’s father and
grandfather told him that
the O’Kelley name meant
he would have to work hard
his whole life, “almost like a
curse,” O’Kelley said.

Instead of seeing it as
a curse, O'Kelley saw it as
a motivator to become the
first male O’Kelley to earn
a degree. “I have let [the
curse] stay true to my name
and worked hard my entire
life to be able to attend what-
ever school I wanted, and fi-
nally earn a degree with my
family’s name on it,” O’Kel-
ley said. His hard work paid
off; he was offered a full ride
scholarship to Texas A&M
University and continues to
work hard as a Yell Leader.

He is currently pursuing
the 3+2 Maritime Adminis-
tration major and master’s
of Maritime Administra-
tion and Logistics. O’Kelley
was also involved in SALT
Camp, AGS, TAMUG Soccer
Club, Traditions Council,
Big Event, Silver Taps, Aggie
Muster, and Terry Scholars.

Cole Farine

As Junior Yell Lead-
er, Cole Farine (’18) learned
what it meant to be a true
‘red ass’ and wishes to con-
tinue spreading the Aggie
Spirit next year as Senior
Yell Leader. Farine’s goal as
Yell Leader is to be the per-
son fellow Aggies can look
up to.

“I have been lucky to
have great leaders before
me, as they showed all of
us, what being an Aggie is
all about. I hope that I can
do the same for the younger
generation of Aggies,” Farine
said. Farine believed the Ag-
gie Core Values are a great
representation of what Ag-
gies are about. “I could go
up to any student here and
I know I could count on
them to help out if needed
... These traits are what sets
our students apart from oth-
ers all across the country,”

Farine said.

With a stepfather hail-
ing from Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Farine was taught
the Aggie traditions and has
been bleeding maroon ever
since. Along with a major
in Marine Transportation,
Farine was also First Bat-
talion Commander in the
Corps of Cadets and Finan-
cial Officer of Maroon Del-
egates.

Joshua (JP) Porter

Joshua (JP) Porter (’19)
is running for Junior Yell
Leader with one goal in
mind, to be the “Reddest-
Ass-est Yell Leader there is,”
Porter said it was because
“Redasses have hearts of the
deepest maroon that pump
good bull all day long.” Por-
ter said he loves TAMUG,
and his hope is to demon-
strate his respect to the cam-
pus, the island, and the com-
munity by embodying the
core values and vyellin’ like
hell.

He believes that, much
like the Old Army days
fierce and unwavering loyal-
ty to one another, that same
loyalty lives on in Sea Ag-
gies. “To me, it is our re-
sponsibility to fuel that loy-
alty and fight for unity. We
may not be Old Army, but
we sure as hell ain’t T.U.
Porter said. As well as a ma-
jor in Marine Fisheries and
Marine Biology, Porter was
also involved with SALT
Camp, the Traditions Coun-
cil, a member of the Sea Ag-
gie Swim Team, and worked
events such as E-Walk, Ring
Day, Muster, and was work-
ing to put on Pull-Out Day.

Braden Gilcrease
As a third generation
Aggie, Braden Gilcrease
(’19) wished to uphold, em-
body, and spread the spir-
it of Aggieland by becoming
a Junior Yell Leader. Gil-
crease’s pursuit to become a
Yell Leader began in the fall
of his freshman year while
watching the Arkansas vs.

A&M game with friends.
“The hype we were feel-
ing was too much to sit still,”
Gilcrease said. He “jumped

up and led [his] group in a
few yells” It was that hype
filled moment that drove
Gilcrease to eventually run
for Junior Yell Leader. Grow-
ing up in an Aggie house-
hold, Gilcrease was raised
under the Aggie Core Val-
ues.

“I always try and pro-
mote the Aggie Spirit on
a daily basis ... I try to do
my best to make sure that
the campus is overall a bet-
ter place than when I woke
up that morning,” Gilcrease
said. In addition to a Mar-
itime Studies major, Gril-
crease was also a commu-
nity leader, Vice President
of Mast club, a member of
W.A.V.E. LLC, and a crew-
member on the SV ELISSA.

McKinnon Cruikshank

With a deep love for
Aggie culture and a de-
sire to become an advocate
for school spirit, McKin-
non Cruikshank (’19) is run-
ning for Junior Yell Leader.
Having a background in Boy
Scouts, Cruikshank was ac-
customed to core values sim-
ilar to those of an Aggie. He
believed that following the
values does not automatical-
ly make a person special, “it
just makes you a good per-
son who will earn the re-
spect of others,” Cruikshank
said.

The traditions at Texas
A&M University are what set
Aggies apart from other col-
lege campuses. While Cruik-
shank was fond of the tra-
dition of the 12th Man and
“Gig ‘em” because of their
ability to bring a student
body together, the tradition
he cherished the most was
Muster. “I love that Aggies
all across the world will cel-
ebrate Muster on the same
day, honoring fallen Aggies”
It is a tradition every student
will participate in and it tru-
ly shows that “we are Aggies
until the very end,” Cruik-
shank said. In addition to a
major in Maritime Adminis-
tration, Cruikshank was also
involved in SGA, Traditions
Council, W.A.V.E. Living
Learning Community, SALT
Camp, Checkin’ Crew, and

Muster.

Michael Renning
With the hope to rep-

resent Texas A&M Univer-
sity at Galveston, Michael
Renning (’19) ran for Junior
Yell Leader. Becoming a Yell
Leader was “one of the best
ways [he] could give back to
the school,” Rennings said.
His interest was sparked at
his New Student Conference.

“I saw the Aggie Spir-
it exemplified by the pas-
sion and emotions of the
Yell Leaders,” Renning said.
Although Renning was tech-
nically an Aggie the mo-
ment he said his first “How-
dy,” it was not until Dec. 26,
2015 that Renning embod-
ied the Aggie Spirit. On that
infamous day, a F4 torna-
do devastated his hometown
of Garland, Texas. Ren-
ningsspent his winter break
helping those in need and
rebuilding his city.

“I believe [selfless ser-
vice] is the epitome of the
Aggie Spirit and represen-
tative of all Aggie Core Val-
ues,” Renning said. In ad-
dition to a major in Ocean
and Coastal Systems Engi-
neering, Renning was also a
part of the Two-Step Perfor-
mance Team, W.A.V.E. Liv-
ing Learning Community,
and SALT Camp.

Jack Clark

Having been immersed
into some of the deepest tra-
ditions of Texas A&M by the
Corps of Cadets, Jack Clark
(’19) ran for Junior Yell
Leader with the ambition
to “represent the Old Army
Spirit here in Galveston.”
Clark said he quickly be-
came obsessed with the uni-
versity’s unique culture, but
it was not until the Corp’s O
- Week that Clark knew be-
coming a Yell Leader was a
role he had to fill.

“Traditions were in-
grained into our heads from
sunrise to sunset. We were
taught to be the keepers of
the tradition in every aspect
of campus life. It was there
that T not only wanted to be
involved, but also lead that
unique spirit,” Clark said.
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Aspiring Junior Yell Leader, Jonas Calhoun ‘19, completes his test

on Aggie traditions.

He believed Galveston cam-
pus is small enough that the
students all contribute to a
culture, which makes it their
own.

If given the posi-
tion of Yell Leader, Clark
said he would have utilized
our close-knit campus and
spread spirit to everyone he
met. With a major in Ma-
rine Transportation, Clark
was additionally involved in
Corps Leadership, NROTC,
sailing team, Maroon Dele-
gates, SGA, SALT Camp, and
The Nautilus newspaper.

John Jacobs IV

Member of the Corps of
Cadets and thus, keeper of
the Aggie spirit, John Jacobs
IV (’19) believed it was his
duty to become Junior Yell
Leader. As Yell Leader, Ja-
cobs hoped to reach and in-
spire more students on our
campus to be involved with
Texas A&M.

During his time on
campus, Jacobs learned to
respect everyone, to always
treat others with kindness,
and that “it is our job,” as
Aggies, “to lead, inspire, and
give to those that need it,
Jacobs said. He aims to up-
hold these values because
as a leader, “I must inspire
those around me to be the
best they can be,” Jacobs
said.

For Jacobs, Texas A&M
University at Galveston was
more than a school. He be-
lieved Galveston campus

“is a family of kids becom-
ing adults, having fun, and
learning on the way,” Jacobs
said. Along with a major in
Marine Transportation, Ja-
cobs is also a part of Propel-
ler Club, the sailing team,
SGA, and Corps leadership.

Jonas Calhoun

As a keeper of the Ag-
gie Spirit in the Corps of Ca-
dets, Jonas Calhoun (’19)
believed it only made sense
to also be the embodiment
of the Aggie Spirit by be-
coming a Junior Yell Lead-
er. Calhoun’s goal as a pro-
spective Yell Leader was to
bring the energy and the Ag-
gie traditions that came with
the Corps to the rest of the
campus.

“Yells are a time for ev-
eryone to come together and
take pride in being an Ag-
gie,” Calhoun said. Calhoun
vowed, as Junior Yell Leader,
he would spread school spir-
it through every interaction.

Calhoun strives to up-
hold the Aggie Core Values
in everything he does. “As an
Aggie, it is my duty to work
my hardest, be honest, take
charge when needed, help
others, and to treat them
with respect,” Calhoun said.
Along with a major in Mar-
itime Transportation, Cal-
houn also held several po-
sitions in both the Corp of
Cadets and NROTC, and is
treasurer of Future Military
Leaders of America.
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Texas A&M Maritime Academy Hall triggered fire sprinkler system causes flood damage to building and forces students to relocate

By Jack Clark, ‘19

Many students were
awakened by the sound of
the fire alarm during the
second week of the semes-
ter within the Texas A&M
Maritime Academy Hall.
The alarm was triggered by a
disturbed sprinkler that was
set off.

Several minutes after
the alarm was sounded the
authorities were contact-
ed by 10:58 p.m. Once the
police and fire department
arrived the fire system was
secured to prevent any more
water flow to the affected
area. Once the pipe was se-
cured and the location eval-
uated, students were allowed
back indoors.

However while there
originally was no fire, the
damage from the amount
of water released from the

sprinkler system resulted in
a total of 16 rooms being af-
fected.

What caused the sprin-
kler to be set off is still un-
der investigation. The only
way to activate a sprinkler is
either by heat of 155 degrees
Fahrenheit to the fixture, or
by an object breaking the
glass within the sprinkler.

According to  Alex
Crouse, the Housing Coor-
dinator for Corps Housing,
the damage will result in 40
cadets having to be relocat-
ed to other rooms within the
residence hall. The water
from the third floor seeped
down and damaged the sec-
ond and first floors.

Alex Kraemer, ‘17, the
company commander for
Charlie I on the third floor,
said that she, “banged on the

Photos: Megan John, Nautilus Staff

Damage accumulated to the ceiling on the third floor of
Texas A&M Maritime Academy Hall after the fire sprinkler

system was set off.

door to make sure they got
out,” and that she, “thought

it could have been a fire.”
Seth Jones, '19, a squad

leader for Charlie I, helped
in the recovery efforts start-
ing on the third floor. He
said that when he walked in
he saw a third of the hallway
covered with, “a quarter to a
half inch of water, [which]
seeped down to about one
inch on the first floor.”

Kraemer said that, “as
soon as [we] got up there, we
started cleaning up. [Soon]
more people heard and start-
ed showing up to help.”

With damage on all
three floors, cadets all
teamed up together to clear
out the water damage. Stu-
dents were in and out of
rooms with mops, towels,
squeegees and also a vacu-
um, trying to collect what
was left.

While the sprinkler was
set off on the third floor,

most of the flooding made
its way down to the first
floor, reaching the compa-
ny Alpha I. It was here that
Aggies were hard at work
cleaning up the damage well
past 2 a.m.

According to Crouse,
facilities were contacted by 1
A.M. in order to hire a wa-
ter remediation specialist.
Each room will vary with
the amount of damage, and
while most can be dried out,
some dry wall needs to be
removed.

When asked how Krae-
mer felt about the effort, she
said that they have become,
“closer as a Corps.” She also
admired how people see
things as, “your floor, your
hall, your family. It’s nice to
see that people want to help
out until the end””

Captain Michael J. Rodriguez becomes the new Superintendent of Texas A&M Maritime Academy

i\

By Jack Clark, ‘19

Captain Michael J. Ro-
driguez officially assumed
his duties as Superinten-
dent of the Texas A&M Mar-
itime Academy at Galveston,
in late January. His extensive
maritime experience may
bring the school to new suc-
cesses, as he focuses on re-
building the relationship be-
tween cadets and faculty.

As Superintendent, Ro-
driguez will be responsible
for all cadets both license
option and not, but there is
no doubt that many of the is-
sues to be addressed will be
focused on maintaining the
quality of the license pro-
gram.

On January 26 the new
Superintendent attended his
welcoming reception, where
faculty members celebrat-
ed his new fellowship. Ro-
driguez also had a chance
to speak with of the license
option deck cadets at their
weekly gathering early on in
the semester.

Without a doubt the
biggest concern among ca-
dets is related to the amount
of billets available for each

of the summer training
cruise shipments. Rodri-
guez expressed several ideas
to possibly expedite and en-
sure that cadets will meet
the strenuous Coast Guard
requirements regarding sea
days.

He went on to explain
how his connections in the
industry could possibly re-
late into better securing ca-
dets on summer shipments.
He also recommended how
it was in the Academy’s best
interest to possibly expand
options to consider more
foreign flagged billets.

Upon beginning his du-
ties, he was given the op-
portunity to meet with the
Texas A&M University at
Galveston Board of Visi-
tors to discuss the future of
the university and current
problems. He also expressed
to the Corps of Cadets that
with his connections and the
Board of Visitors, he will be
able to bring more industry
recognition to the growing
and changing Academy.

In regards to the ques-
tion of a new training ship,

he ensured that there are a
lot of people in support of
the focus and mission of the
Academy. With his connec-
tions in the Maritime Ad-
ministration, and work on
the Hill, the drive for up-
grading the Academy are
closer in the sights.

In his address to the
Corps of Cadets, Rodriguez,
made it clear that he has an
open door policy. He be-
lieves that for the Academy
to improve, communication
between students and facul-
ty need to be improved.

Rodriguez also  ex-
pressed that the Academy
will look into the possibility
of creating an Online portal
that will help file important
documents needed to meet
Coast Guard requirements.

Prior to his address of
the Corps of Cadets, Ro-
driguez had the opportu-
nity to meet and eat dinner
with company command-
ers to gain insight on how
the Corps is progressing. As
an alumni from the Unit-
ed States Merchant Marine
Academy, he did also say

Photo: Texas A&M University at Galveston

New Superintendent of the Texas A&M Maritime Academy in front of TMA’s training ship

the General Rudder.

that he was quite impressed
with how the Corps of Ca-
dets looked around campus.

Rodriguez stated that
he will soon be meeting

with the presidents from all
the maritime academies in
Washington to discuss ideas
and common goals that can
be achieved together.

With Rodriguez on-

board, the Academy wil
now have a leader to spear
head the many concerns tha
will drive the Academy to
higher standard.
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SGA Announcements
STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT DEBATE/
MEET THE YELL LEADERS

February 15th, 2017
at 6 p.m. in CLB 100. Elections will take place February 27

through March 3

NEWS FROM RESIDENCE LIFE
The Student Body President recently met with Residence
Life to discuss the campus growth and the StarRez system

that will be implemented in March.
STARREZ
This new system will allow students to virtually pick their

rooms and roommates from their personal devices.

ON CAMPUS LIVING
With the campus’ growth, housing requirements are being
considered. The requirements to live off campus are current-
ly as follows:
Be 21 or older before August 28th of this academic year Have
a year left before graduation (2 semesters left)
The remaining year (2 remaining semesters) requirement
can be applied between the fall and spring
semesters.

Want to contact SGA?

Like our Facebook page @ TAMUG
Student Government Association
Email us at: seaaggiesga@gmail.com
Come to a meeting!
Meetings are held in OCSB141 at 7pm
Spring 2017 SGA Meeting Schedule:
2/26, 3/5, 3/19, 3/26,
4/2,4/9, 4/23

APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN FO

Director

Orientatibn Leaders

APPLY ON

hetpa:

WH EELH1 | 'fE

We are looking for Orientation Leaders and
the Director of Orientation Leaders. Are you
interested in being the Director of Orientation
Leaders for New Student Conferences or
an Orientation Leader? Apply through

Wheelhouse by Friday, February 24th.

Lambda Kappa Alpha Honors Society has set
its goal on raising $3,000 for The American
Heart Society by hosting a Relay for Life.
Stay up to date by following the Facebook:
TAMUG Relay for Life and Instagram: @
relayforlifetamug.
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Thousands march for equality: The Houston Women’s March- diversity in the face of adversity

By Katie Hansche, ‘18

The Houston Wom-
en’s March in just ten days,
according to a Facebook
event of the same name, ral-
lied over 22,000 men, wom-
en, and children of all dif-
ferent nationalities, races,

and genders together for
an empowerment and free
speech march the day after
the inauguration of Pres-
ident Donald Trump. The
march was not purely a pro-
test of the president; it was

lllistration by: Amber Croyl

a showing of solidarity for
those who support transgen-
der and gay rights, as well
as contraceptive rights and
health care advancements
and accessibility.

Despite  flash  flood

warnings and rain for the
weekend (Jan. 21, 2017),
marchers lined up at Ja-
mail Skate Park in Houston
around 10:30 in the morn-
ing and began marching at
about 11:30 a.m. towards
City Hall, where the partic-
ipants gathered for the ral-
ly at 12 PM facing the re-
flecting pool and listened to
the speaker lineup. Speak-
ers included Houston City
Councilwomen Ellen Cohen
and Amanda Edwards, Tex-
as State Representative Gene
Wu, U.S. Representative Al
Green, Houston Mayor Syl-
vester Turner, and Munici-
pal Judge Phyllis Frye, who
was the first openly trans-
gender appointed judge in
Houston.

Among other things,
the message of the many
speeches given on that Jan-
uary day was of all-encom-
passing equality. Frye used
her speech as a platform to
speak against Senate Bill 6,
notoriously known as the
“bathroom bill” She used
her personal experience,
specifically in a non-judi-

cial capacity, to speak out
about how detrimental this
bill could be for men and
women it affects. Wu talk-
ed about the “power of Texas
women,” and Turner stood
in front of City Hall and said
that the country was “not go-
ing back.” The crowd roared,
and some tears fell.

The  march  ended
promptly after the speak-
ers finished, and City Hall’s
front steps turned into a
dance party as a D] manned
the booth in front of the
crowd. People danced, sang,
met with friends, or sim-
ply left. The demonstra-
tion was completely peace-
ful, as there were no arrests
regarding the march report-
ed. In fact, during the actual
march, protesters high-fived
and thanked the police offi-
cers who kept the route se-
cure.

While there were many
goals for the march, they
were largely based around
healthcare, LGBTQIA issues,
and diversification, which at
this junction in national his-
tory are incredibly import-

ant issues. International-
ly, there were an estimated
4.96 million marchers in 673
marches, according to the
Women’s March on Wash-
ington’s website, all support-
ing women and their rights,
amongst other things.

While the march was
dismissed by Republicans
as a sort of complaint pa-
rade about the new presi-
dent, the reasons this march
happened stem from before
the inauguration of the new
president. The Obama ad-
ministration made strides
towards inclusion during
its time, and the threat of
revocation of these strides
threatens the well-being of
a majority of the nation.
The new president issued a
statement saying the White
House would not touch a
LGBTQIA workplace pro-
tection executive order from
the Obama administration.
While this could potential-
ly be a step in the correct di-
rection, the new administra-
tion has many steps ahead to
match any sort of previous
progress.

View more opinions, photos, and Letters to the Editor Online at www.tamug.edu/Nautilus

NAUT ASKS:

Do you consider most
media (Facebook,
twitter, etc.) a reliable
news source? Where
do you usually
obtain your news?

Want your opinion

heard? Look out for

THE NAUTILUS
around campus for your chance to
be featured in the next Naut Asks!

“There’s nobody oversee-
ing the posts making sure
they’re accurate. I use the
built-in iPhone news app.
They do a great job of com-

possible”

piling relevant news from

reliable platforms.”

-Robyn Battles 20

“No, I mostly get my news
from PBS or CNN. I also
try to stay as impartial as

-Samantha Theis-

“T do not have twitter or
Facebook so I usually look
to online sites such as Ya-

hoo news. Some articles are

Damian ‘16

clearly biased so Ilaugh and
stray away from those”

-Davis Kimball ‘19

“The facts tend to get dis-

torted on social media
sites, so I like to compare
facts amongst all news plat-
forms”

-Victoria Rodriguez ‘19
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International students speak on the Executive Order Travel Ban, nationalism, and global protest

By Amanda Barbato, ‘19

During President
Trump’s first month in of-
fice he instituted several ex-
ecutive orders. One of which
was termed the “Travel Ban.”
The “Travel Ban” barred peo-
ple from seven countries
from entering the United
States regardless of visa sta-
tus. Predominately Muslim
countries, Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and
Yemen, were on the list of na-
tions barred from entry.

The ban was temporari-
ly lifted due to judge ruling.
Since then President Trump
has tried to have it reinstated.
According to CNN politics,
the 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals rejected the reinstate-
ment of President Trump’s
Travel Ban. Those with vi-
sas from the seven countries
are now able to enter, howev-
er the future for immigrants
from the seven countries is
uncertain.

The bans effects can be
seen close to home, as there
are 220 international stu-
dents from the banned coun-
tries attending Texas A&M
University based on the fall
2016 enrolment profile. Tex-
as A&M University at Gal-
veston (TAMUG) has 38
international students in at-
tendance according to the
12th class day spring 2017
enrollment summary, how-
ever none are from countries
previously banned.

International  students
Victoria Holjevac, a 20-year-
old Maritime Administration
(MARA) major from Swe-
den, Jana Rehbein, a 27-year-
old MARA major from Ger-
many, and Denise Knudsen,
a 23-year-old MARA major
from Denmark, all decided
to attend TAMUG to experi-
ence college life in the Unit-
ed States.

mation.“I was very aware of
what I wrote [on Facebook]
and if I shared anything,” Re-
hbein said. Knudsen added
that she refrained from “lik-
ing” Facebook posts in fear of
being denied access.

Rehbein is worried that
giving access to your Face-
book might be a future re-
quirement. Holjevac thinks it
is part of a scare tactic to hin-

thing that shocked the whole
world,” said Holjevac.

“All eyes are on America
right now. When something
this drastic happens, I feel
like the whole world should
be aware and should have a
say, or at least express their
opinion about it,” Knudsen
said.

Rehbein thinks the glob-
al protest provides a greater

CCltsa scary development recently all this nationalism.))
I'm quite scared for the global scheme of these
developing countries going backwards in time.

-Denise Knudsen

International student from Denmark

When Knudsen heard
the news of the travel ban,
she thought it was a joke. “I
thought that the news me-
dia had over exaggerated,
she said. “I thought it was
something [Trump] said, and
it would never go through. I
thought it was just for people
coming in on a travel visa,’
Rehbein said.

Since the Travel Ban tar-
gets predominantly Muslim
countries, Holjevac said she
came to know it as a “Mus-
lim ban.”

Rehbein and Knudsen
applied for their visa around
the same time as the presiden-
tial election. The visa appli-
cation process has an option
to enter your Facebook infor-

der other nationalities from
wanting to enter the United
States.

For all three students,
this is the first semester at-
tending Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Galveston on stu-
dent visas. All three recently
went through vetting pro-
cesses in the embassy. Reh-
bein questions how much the
U.S. government believes in
the comprehensiveness of the
process. “They are thorough
in checking you. Don’t you
trust in that?”

Demonstrations of po-
litical activism were seen
worldwide after the ban took
effect. The group of inter-
national students were not
surprised. “This is some-

network of support for those
who disagree with President
Trump’s measures and rhet-
oric. “I think it’s important
that maybe people that are
opposing him here see that
they are not alone,” said Re-
hbein.

However, for students
on Texas A&M University
at Galveston’s campus pro-
tests and activism is sparse.
“I think a majority political-
ly stand with the travel ban.
I can’t say for sure, but that’s
just my experience so far. If
the campus is that political-
ly divided, it will be hard [to
protest],” Knudsen said.

Holjevac stressed the
importance of protest as a
way of expressing thoughts.

But she feels the lack of ac-
tivism on TAMUG’s campus
is due to the one-sided nature
of discussion. “If there’s not
two sides, then there will be
no need for protest,” she said.

Knudsen  commented
on the worldwide influence
of the United States. “It’s a
scary development recently
all this nationalism. 'm quite
scared for the global scheme
of these developing countries
going backwards in time.”

Holjevac said that a lot
of countries look up to the
U.S., but now the U.S. should
not be seen as a role model
due to the recent discrimina-
tory measures.

“When I was in school
when [and] we talked about
the U.S., there was always so
much of a focus on immigra-
tion and how it was so great,”
said Rehbein. She urges Pres-
ident Trump to “pick up a
history book and read about
how this country came to be.”

Despite recent devel-
opments Knudsen still likes
the U.S. and likes attending
school here. Holjevac said
she is not as afraid as other
people are, but she believes a
better reason should be pro-
vided for the seven target
countries.

“I can’t imagine how it is
if you are directly affected,
said Rehbein. “We are privi-
leged.”

Photos: Reana Palmer,
Nautilus Staff

Immigration ban protest at
Houston International Airport.

“I do not consider those re-

liable, I mostly just watch
TV or read articles from the
Wall Street Journal and the
Galveston Daily News.”
-Erika Tellez ‘18

“No I don't consider those
sites as reliable, I get my
news through newspaper
publications and indepen-
dent media broadcasts”
-Ernie Reyes ‘18

“I don't find it necessari-
ly reliable, but once some-
thing starts trending on
twitter it is the fastest way
to figure out when some-
thing is going on with that
certain topic. Then we can
find the whole story from
the source”

-Faith Simpson 20

“I think those sites are for
more personal opinions in-
stead of actual news. I usu-
ally watch TV for news up-
dates”

-Ashley Walsh ‘19

NAUT TALKS

Disagree with our opinion
writers? Have an opinion of
your own you would like to
share?
Writetothe editoratthenaut.
editor@tamug.edu to have
your opinion published in
THE NAUTILUS.
Submissions must be more
than 100 and fewer than 300
words. THE NAUTILUS
reserves the right to edit any
submissions for clarity.
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Lacrosse goes head to head with Sam Houston State University, takes the win in TAMUG’s home opener

By Jack Clark, ‘19

TAMUG Lacrosse starts
the season off with a bang af-
ter clenching a victory over
Sam Houston State at their
home opener game. With
the sideline packed with fel-
low Aggies and fans, the en-
ergy was fierce and over-
whelming until the clocked
reached zero, and the score
11-10.

Early on in the game,
David Falloure, 19, scored
after one of the mid field
players on the wing helped
press a defender which
opened up Falloure. After
the ball was passed to him,
he took a shot and scored
right over the top of the

goalie.
The team went into
halftime with the score

against them but as Falloure

said, “the amp was still in us;
were at home, with a huge
crowd, and we are not going
to disappoint.”

This proved to be true
because as the team moved
into the 4th quarter, the Ag-
gies were down 10-6, but not
for long. The team had a fast
break after the face off mid,
Sam Venette, 20, made a
quick transition.

This momentum made

Rie., [

it possible to score anoth-
er four goals in a time span
of about five minutes. As
Falloure said, “Most of the
goals were off of the quick
transitions that we had.”

At one point the team
was down two players after
Chris Abdouch, ’17, as Fal-
loure said, “gave the [op-
ponent] air time,” with his
solid hit, which happened
to stop Sam Houston from

scoring at a critical point in
the game. The contact on
the field recharged the spir-
it of the fans which helped
bring the game to a close.

Sam Houston was the
favored team going into the
game, but after the upset
performed by TAMUG la-
crosse their current rank the
East District is third.

Other than the action
on the field, the home open-

L
T

er event proved to be enter-
taining for all of campus.
Free food was served at the
tailgate which started a cou-
ple hours before the game.
Fans were invited to social-
ize and kick off the start of
the season.

The event also had a
bonfire which stayed cov-
ered with fans trying to stay
warm during the cold Friday
night. The Texas A&M Yell

Leaders also made an ap-
pearance and led the crowd
into a series of yells through-
out timeouts in the game.

The game was kicked off
after the Texas A&M Mar-
itime Academy Drill Team
presented the colors on the
field. Also in attendance was
the Sea Aggie Band, which
played the national anthem
as the drill team stood at at-
tention. At halftime the Sea
Aggie Band played the Spir-
it of Aggieland with the Yell
Leaders directing on the
field.

Once the clock reached
the final score, fans rushed
the intramural field in cele-
bration. Before the team and
the fans parted ways the Yell
leaders led the crowd into
the beloved and honored

|[Photos: Amanda Barbato, Nautilus Staff

(Top, bottom left to right) Sam Venette (#36) faces off against SHSU’s Jordan Pittard (#3). Christopher Abdouch (#21) moves the ball down field with the help of Cole Perry’s (#42)
defense. Players from SHSU and TAMUG alike fight for the ball. David Faloure (#22) plays defense against SHSU’s Isaac Gittleman (#19) and Cody Anderson (#6).

Volleyball joins the Southern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association

By Reana Palmer, ‘17

The squeak of sneakers
hitting the gym floor echoes
throughout the rec center as
TAMUG’s volleyball teams
gear up for an exhilarating
practice. These practices oc-
cur every Thursday and Sun-
day leading up to the team’s
participation in this season’s
tournament league. “This is

the first season we’re trying
out SIVA,” Gari Zinsmeyer
‘18, girls’ team captain ex-
plained. SIVA is the South-
ern Intercollegiate Volley-
ball Association that allows
the teams to travel to differ-
ent universities within Tex-
as as well as out of state to
compete.  Participating in

this league is a big commit-
ment, as the registration fee
alone was $700. Jesus Duran
‘17, the guys’ team captain
is determined to put togeth-
er a winning team, despite
the fact that most members
have never picked up a vol-
leyball before this semester.
He encourages the team to

take the volleyball class of-
fered on campus, as well as
putting forth maximum ef-
fort at practices. The teams
will also scrimmage against
each other in preparation for
the big tournaments.

Upcoming Lacrosse Home Games

February 19

TAMU Lacrosse vs Southern LA University

February 25

TAMU Lacrosse vs Stephen F Austin

Upcoming Volleyball Tournaments

February 25

Spring, Texas



